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AAPI POPULATION IN VIRGINIA
The Asian American and Pacific Islander population is 
heterogeneous, comprised of more than thirty different 
nationalities and ethnic groups. (2)

FACTORS IN UNDERCOUNTING  
OF AAPI’S

      28% 
Asian Indians

      14% 
Koreans

       14% 
Chinese 

       13% 
Filipinos

       10%  
Vietnamese

       21%  
Other

Sources
1. U.S. Census Bureau QuickFacts: Virginia. www.census.gov/quickfacts/fact/
table/VA/RHI725217#RHI725217.
2. Diversity Among Asians in Virginia http://statchatva.org/2019/01/11/diversity-
among-asians-in-virginia/
3. Census 2020: Ensuring “hard-to-count” Asian Americans count at the federal, 
state, and local level https://www.urban.org/urban-wire/census-2020-ensuring-
hard-count-asian-americans-count-federal-state-and-local-levels
4. Will You Count? Asian Americans and Native Hawaiians and Pacific Islanders 
(NHPIs) in the 2020 Census http://civilrightsdocs.info/pdf/census/2020/Fact-
Sheet-AA-NHPI-HTC.pdf
5. Data on Undocumented Asian Americans https://aapidata.com/undocumented/
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VIRGINIA’S HARD TO COUNT COMMUNITIES 
ASIAN AMERICAN AND PACIFIC ISLANDER (AAPI)

58,000 
undocumented AAPI’s in the Commonwealth. (5)

There are nearly

They represent

of the undocumented population in Virginia. (5) 

UNDOCUMENTED POPULATION  
OF AAPI’S IN VIRGINIA (Based on 2015 Data) 

ONE IN FOUR 

Language Proficiency: “About one in five 
Asian households is linguistically isolated—
that is, no one in the household older than 13 
can speak English exclusively or “very well,” 
which the Census defines as the highest 
level of English proficiency.” (3)

Historically, areas with low rates of English 
proficiency have been undercounted. (3)

Misconception: There is a misconception 
where AAPIs are perceived as doing 
very well, and thus data collection 
is not needed. This also leads to the 
misconception that they are a single 
group when in reality, are a diverse group 
of people who encompass a wide range 
of migration pathways, socio-political 
histories, languages, and cultures. (3)

Housing Insecurity: Irregular housing 
is considered a factor that can hinder 
enumeration. Almost half of AAPI’s who are 
low-income live in locations with the highest 
housing costs in the country, often leading 
to greater challenges in finding stable and 
affordable housing. (3)

7%
of all Virginians. (2)

This population accounts for 
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